CONSOLATORY VIEWS OF CHRISTIANITY, 
SERMON, 


PREACHED IN THE CHAPEL IN 


mers STREET, WESTMINSTER, 
| SUNDAY, NoveMBER n MDCCXCVI. 


UPON OCCASION OF THE DEATH OF | 


Mas. ELIZABETH KIPPIS, 


© DEPARBED THIS LIFE ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY 
OF THE SAME MONTH, 5 1 
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E ſelectifg the words of my text, I am 


limited by the wiſhes of one who is now. 


no more. In the courſe of the paſt week 
I have been called, to pay the laſt tribute of 


reſpect to her memory, by attending her mor- 


tal remains to their ſilent abode. The relict 
of your late venerable paſtor had repeatedly 


expreſſed a deſire, that he would, whenever it 


ſnould pleaſe the Almighty to remove her out 
of this world, addreſs a diſcourſe to this con- 
gregation upon a particular paſſage of ſcripture, 
which ſhe thought applicable, though not pe- 
culiar, to her own ſituation. But as, contrary 
to all human probability, it ſeemed fit to infi= 
nite wiſdom that ſhe ſhould be the mourning 
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and afflicted ſurvivor, that office devolves upon 


him who now addreſſes you. And, accord. 
ingly, in willing compliance with what has 
been ſtated to me as the particular requeſt of 
the deceaſed, I would ſubmit to the c6nſide- 


ration of this reſpectable auditory, the reflec- 


tions that have occurred to my mind, upon 


the ſubject of thoſe inſtructive and conſola- 


| tory. words : * 


. | | 
IT IS GOD THAT A 1 SHOULD BOTH 


> HOPE AND QUIETLY WAIT FOR THE 


"SALVATION OF THE LORD. 


7 


1087 291 d. 40 1 5 LAMENTATIONS 111. 26. 


1 the Lathentations of Jeremiah, which 
are annexed to his prophecies, and which 
bear ſtrong internal marks of being the pro- 
duction of the ſame pen, the author has not 


adhered to the rigid laws of compoſition; but, 


regardleſs of an artificial order and arrange- 


ment, has given vent to the feelings and emo- 


tions of his mind in abrupt, unconnected, and 
irregular ſtrains. There is à natural elo- 


quence in grief, which i 18 not ſtudied or me- 


 thodical, 


1 


thodical, but exquiſitely tender and pathtic. 
lt is not reſtrained by the chaſte rules of cri- 


ticiſm, nor involved in the laboured refine> 


ments of a cold and faſtidious philoſophy. It 
touches the inward ſprings and movements of 


the mind as with a ſecret and faſcinating | 


power, which by turns awakens and depreſ- 
ſes, animates and diſſolves, electrifies and 
captivates the ſoul. It ſpeaks the moving 
ſentiments of ſorrow in a ſtyle ſimple, yet 
glowing, figurative, diffuſe and amplified ; 
_ uttering the plaintive notes of woe in the art- 
leſs and irreſiſtible language of the heart. 
Such is the character of the book of Lamen- 
tations, which may properly be conſidere. 
as an elegiac poem; and which it is impoſſi- 


ble for any reader of taſte and feeling to pe- 
ruſe without taking a lively intereſt in the 


ſubje& to which it relates. The prophet 
fore ſees the impending calamities of his de- 
' voted and unhappy country; and repreſents 
the diſaſters 1 
and lively colouring, as if its fate had been 
already . He deſcribes the circum- 
ſtances of complicated miſery and diſtreſs, 

B 2 de- 


vas deſtined to ſuffer in ſtrong 
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. 
deſolation and horror, attending this awful 
cataſtrophe, in copious, forcible, and energe- 

tie terms; and deplores the final overthrow 
of the Jewiſh city and temple, the famine, the 
carnage, the ruin, and utter extermination of 
the people, with the utmoſt variety, pathos, 
and tenderneſs of expreſſion, It was the opinion 
of a late eminent prelate“, highly accom- 
| __  Pliſhed in ſacred literature, that there is no 
poem extant which contains ſo many beauti- 
ful and ſplendid paſſages within ſo ſmall a 
| compaſs. Is there any thing to be found, ſays 
| ©. that learned, ingenious, and elegant writer, 
ſo truly poetical, as the perſonification of that 
great city, once the pride and glory of the na- 
tions, now ſitting like a widow, lonely, ſorrow- 
ful and dejected; deſerted and betrayed by thoſe 
Who were neareſt to her heart; ſtretching 
13 forth her hands for relief, but in vain! fince 
| there is none left to pity and conſole her. 
How beautifully are the ways of Sion repre- 
ſiented as bewailing that her ſolemn feſtivals 
are neglected and forſaken! How touching 


1 1 Biſhop Lowth, De ſacra _ Hebræorum, Præl. 22 


and 


1 


and erpteſſive is that complaint! Ens 


thing o you, O ye that paſs along ! ſtay, and 


ſee, if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſor- 
row, which is inflited upon me, yea, which 


is inflicted by Jehovah in the day of his aw- 

ful diſpleaſure. For this cauſe it is that I 
weep, my eyes ſtreaming with tears ; be- 
cauſe I have no friend to relieve the anguiſh 
of my troubled ſpirit: my comfotter is gone! 
my children are become deſolate, ſince the 
enemy has prevailed againſt us.” 


| The paſſage which is to be the ſubject of 
our preſent reflections, as detached from the 
main ſubject of the poem, contains a general 


ſentiment of religious truſt, of patient reſig- : 


nation, and of animating, hope; a ſentiment . 


replete with comfort, and fruitful of inſtruc- | 


tion to the children of ſorrow ; but which 


may alſo ſuggeſt a profitable ſubje& of medi- 


tation to all; ſince affliction is the lot of all; 
and all muſt, at one time or another, expect 


to ſhare in thoſe ſufferings and trials which 


are inſeparable from the condition of huma- 
| nity. | ; 4 It 
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« 6 I 
<< It is good "A a man ſhould both hope 


and quietly wait for the ſalvation of the 


Lord.” Theſe words may be conſidered as 
expreſſive of the ſentiments of virtuous men, 


either amidſt ſcenes of public calamity, or in 


ſituations of private diſtreſs. 


In times of public danger os national af. | 


fliction, where ſhall the good man find a 


reſource, but in the conſolations of virtue, 
and the proſpects of chriſtianity ? While the 
practical ſtateman is calculating the events 


of war or peace, or deviſing new ſchemes 
of perſonal ambition or national agrandize- 


ment; while the political philoſopher is en- 
gaged on ſpeculative plans for advancing the 
commerce, the manufactures, the agricul- 
ture and population of his country ; how can 
the chriſtian patriot be more wiſely and wor- 
thily employed than in reforming the manners, 
which is the firſt ſtep towards promoting the 
happineſs and proſperity of the people ? In 
troubled and difaſtrous times, when a guilty 
land is ated with the awful ſcourge of 
general 


1 
general calamity, will he not watchfully ob- 
ſerve, and clearly diſcern the ſigns of the 
times? When the ſupreme ruler of the 
world riſes. in his anger, and the nations are 
not able to abide his. indignation, whither 
ſhall the righteous flee for refage? To 
whom ſhall he betake himſelf in the day of 
evil, but to his maker and his God? While 
he uſes every exertion; in his individual capa- 
city, to check the torrent of vice, to extin- 
_guilſh the flames of diſcord, or to appeaſe the 
angry tumult of the waves that toſs themſelves 
on high; will he not, in a firm perſuaſion 
ot the judge of all the earth cannot but do 
right, both hope and quietly wait” for na- 
tional fafety and deliverance at his hands? 
The prophet Jeremiah, in the genuine ſpirit 
of piety, philanthropy, and true patriotiſm, 
moſt pathetically laments the vices, the mis- 
fortunes, and the total ruin of his country. 
And it is obvious, that the words of the text, 
in their primary ſenſe, and their original con- 


1 literally Folate t to the ſtate of the Ps 
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the evening. He ſitteth alone, and keep- 


ES 


But it is more immediately the object of 


this diſcourſe, and more ſuitable to our pre- 


ſent purpoſe, to apply the reflection in the 
text to the ſituation of good men under cir- 
eumſtances of perſonal trial and diſtreſs. 
And it may be truly faid, that, under ſuch 


circumſtances, there is no greater relief, no 


ſurer remedy, than © fora man both to hope 
and quietly wait for the lalvation of the 
Lord. 


The be 8 of ſuffering and trial 
upon the human mind, are various and im- 
portant. Theſe are illuſtrated by the 
prophet, in affecting and impreſſive terms, 
in the verſes ſubſequent to the text. It 


is good for a man that he bear the yoke in 


his youth :” it is good for a man to be inured 
betimes to the wholeſome reſtraints, and the 
early diſcipline of affliction. Though a deep 
gloom ſhould obſcure the morning of his 


day, yet the labouring clouds will at length 


retire before the enlivening warmth and luſtre 
of the ſun, and his mind will be prepared for 
the mild ſerenity and the tran quil repoſe of 


ekh 


* 


C9.) 


eth filence:” Grief and misfortune have a 
natural tendency to lead him to ſerious 


thought; and incline him, to reflect on the 


errors of his paſt conduct, and on the wiſe 
and equal meaſures of the divine adminiſtra- 
tion. He putteth his mouth in the duſt, if 
fo be there may be hope: he humbles him- 
| ſelf before the great arbiter of all the actions 


of mankind, with the loweſt proſtration of 
ſpirit; earneſtly imploring that he may yet 


riſe to behold the light, and feel the joy, 
of his approving eye. For he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men:“ 
the father of mercies is influenced by no 
harſh reſentment towards his offending crea- 


tures; much leſs does he take a cruel and fero- 


cious delight · in their ſufferings, or exerciſe 
upon them the ſtern and imperious autho- 
rity of a gloomy and inexorable tyrant. The 


* * 5 7 0 : ; 
- majeſty of the divine government knows no 


caprice, or petulance, or revenge. Its penalties 
and corrections are deſigned to promote the 
virtue and the true happineſs of its ſubjects. 
* Why then ſhould a living man complain, a 
man for the puniſhment of his fins?” This is 
— . a powerful 


$4 


% 
a powerful argument againſt murmuring, re- 
pining, and fretfulneſs under the rod of af- 
fiction: it is directed by a divine hand; it 
is appointed to chaſtiſe the refractory and 
incorrigible, to turn the diſobedient to the 
wiſdom of the juſt, to reclaim the wander- 
ing, and reſtore the penitent to God. It 
_bumbles the pride, corrects the vanity, and 
ſoftens the obduracy of the human heart; it 
controuls the petulance and perverſeneſs of the 
unchaſtiſed temper; it alleys the ferment, 
and cools the raging fever; of the paſſions ; 
it curbs the unruly and impetuous deſires ; 
compoſes the tumults, and heals the various 
diſorders of the mind: it meliorates and re- 
gulates the affections, gives energy and ex- 
panſion to the belt feelings of human nature» 


and . all the lluices and evanues of the 
foul. 


Such are the happy and benign effects of 
affliction upon the untutored and igexperi- 
enced mind. It proves a moſt uſeful and 
friendly inſtructor; it teaches the moſt pro- 
fitable leſſons; it ſuggeſts conſiderations of 
the higheſt moment and advantage ; it calls 
the 


(nn) 
the inconſiderate and thoughtleſs to reflec- 
tion, checks the giddy career of the votaries 
of pleaſure, and overawes even the daring 


profligacy of the wicked and ungodly. 


But the mind which is rightly . | 

by afflictions, and prepared to reap thoſe 
wholeſome fruits of righteouſneſs which they 
produce, will derive the higheſt advantage 
from that rich ſource of conſolation which is 
no where ſo clearly diſcovered to us, and ſo 
fully aſcertained, as in the ſyſtem of chriſti- 
_ anity, Thoſe who ſincerely adopt this 
ſyſtem will find peculiar ſatisfaction and 
advantage in the frequent conte:nplation 
ol the condition and conduct of its foun- 
der, That holy perſon was himſelf “ a 


| man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief.” 


It is therefore of importance to conſider 
him under this particular view of his cha- 
raſter. We are informed that he “ learned 
obedience ** to the will of God ” by the things 
which he ſuffered; and that “in bringing 
many ſons to glory,” he was himſelf. ** made, 
. through ſufferings.” He was placed in 
C - the 


? 


3 | 


_ the moſt trying and difficult circumſtances, 
which put his integrity and fortitude to the 


ſterneſt proof; he paſſed through the furnace 


of affliction; andattained to that exalted degree 
of purity, and that dignified pre-eminence in 

virtue, which gave ſplendor to his character, 
by the ſteep and rugged path of labour and 
forrow. While, therefore, it ſhould recon- 
- Cile us to the bitter draught of affliction, to 
conſider, that it is an excellent medicine for 
The maladies of the mind; we ſhould like- 
wiſe propoſe to ourſelves the conduct of our 
maſter, who drank deep of that nauſeous 
cup, ud was himſelf trained in the auſtere 
ſchool of adverſity we ſhould propoſe his 


conduct to ourſelves, as a worthy example = 


of tried virtue, ſublime conſtancy, and patient 
endurance. When, by the viſitation of God, 
we are afflicted; when we droop beneath the 


ſtroke of his correcting hand, and our fouls 


are melted becauſe of trouble; then let us con- 
ider him who, having himſelf ſuffered, 
being tempted, is able to ſuccour them that are 
tempted ;” and, like him, let us bow tothe oy 

25 | | FAG 
1 „ 
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of heaven with a patient 4 dutiful ſabuail- 


ſion. The apoſtle obſerves that, in this, as 


« in all things, it behoved him to be made 
like unto his brethren.” And fince he was 
accordingly ſubject to ſorrow, in common 
with all his faithful followers, upon what 
ground can they plead for an exemption ? 
Can they reaſonably expect to ſuffer fewer 
evils, or to paſs through fewer trials than it 


fell to his lot to endure; or to enjoy more 


comforts than were apportioned to him * in 
the days of his fleſh?” They will do well 


to conſider, that the diſciple is not above 


his maſter, nor the ſervant above his lord : it 
is enough for the diſciple to be,” in this re- 


ſpect, as his maſter, and the ſervant as his 


lord.” And as he, animated by the joy 
that was ſet before him, with heroic con- 
ſtancy * endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 


ſhame;” ſo, fired by his example, and in- 


ſpired by the chriſtian hope which he hath 


ſet before them, the hope of entering here- 


after into thoſe manſions which he is gone 


fo Pg for them in heaven; ; his true diſ- 
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. 
cCiples will © deny themſelves” the indul- 
gences of an uſeleſs and inglorious eaſe, and 
of unbecoming and unmanly pleaſures ; **and 
take up the croſs” of ſuffering and affliction; 

* and follow” the apoſtle and high prieſt of 
their profeſſion; they will follow him through 
honour and'diſhonour, through good report 
and evil report; and, if called to ſo arduous 2 
trial, through the fires of perſecution, the 
terrors of impriſonmeat, and the tortures of 


death. Having fellowſhip with Chriſt, 


they will hold faſt the principle on which 
they ftand, firmly to the end*;” and, like the 


martyrs and confeſſors of old, though enve- T 


loped in the conſuming flame, or writhing 
with anguiſh upon the rack, they will main- 
tain their fidelity to him who ſealed the 
truth with his blood. Amidſt all the tor- 
ments that bigotry and ingenuity can deviſe, 
whilſt the horrid engine of ſuperſtition is 
employed to execute the dreadful work of 
eruelty and intolerance; though the body 
be mangled and torn, the ſpirit will conti- 
nue firm, unbroken, and erect; and, in the 


* Heb. iii. 6. ſee Mr. Wakeſield's Tranſlation. 


laſt 


KA * I 
laſt extremity of nature, the ſafferer will * 
his dying teſtimony to the faith of Jeſus with 
a faltering voice, perhaps, but with an un- 
- ſhaken magnanimity and zeal ; It is a faith- 
ful ſaying; if we be dead with him, we ſhall 
alſo live with him; if we ſuffer with him, 
we ſhall alſo reign with him ;” reign with 
him in that world where alone af exemption 
1s to; be found from all grief, diſquietude and 
s "i 


The . have the greateſt encourage- 
ment to the exerciſe of hope and patience 
under the preſſure of affliction. Says the 
prophet Jeremiah, in the verſe preceding 
the text, „the Lord is good unto them 
that wait for him, to the ſoul that 
ſeeketh bim.“ David obſerves that, many 
are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all:“ And 
again, though weeping may continue for 
a night, yet joy cometh in the morning.“ 
The night may be reſtleſs and diſturbed with 
bodily pain and uneaſiheſs, or with anxious 
and melancholy reflections; but by and by 
the breaking day will dawn, and the light 


0 x6 ) 
of the fun will return; its cheering beams 
will diſpel the darkneſs, and brighten the 


gloom that overſhadowed the mind. Can 0 


there be a ſtronger incentiye to patience 1 
under any trial, than the aſſured hope of fi- 
nal deliverance and ſafety? The Poor af- 
frighted mariner, when toſſed upon the 
troubled ocean, while the mercileſs winds are 
exhauſting their fury upon his ſhattered veſ- 
ſel, ſees death in its moit terrific form, hover- 
ing on the broken wave, and expects to be 
| ſaonoverwhelmedin the horrors of ſhipwreck, 
and buried in the fathomleſs abyſs. But 
what vigor and alacrity would it give to his 
exertions, amidſt the craſhing noiſe of the 
cordage, the violence of the foaming urge, 


the rage of the elements, and the terror and | 


diſtraction of thoſe around him, were it 
poſſible for him to poſſeſs any hope, any de- 
gree of aſſurance, that he ſhould yet weather 
the ſtorm, and navigate his ſhip ſafe into the 
deſtined port? Such is the conſolation and 
the joy which the good man will experience 
in his own breaſt, when embarked upon that 
«ſea of n r which he muſt paſs: 

though 


TS) 
though the roaring billows of adverſity ſhould 
threaten him with inſtant deſtruction, yet he 
has not loft the anchor of hope; he ſtill re- 
mains tranquil and ſerene, in the conſcious 


perſuaſion that God will be his protector; 5 
that he will enable him to perform the voy- 


age of life with ſecurity and advantage, and 
finally bring him to the haven where he would 
be. But what muſt be the condition of that 
man, who, when the ſtorm of affliction begins 
to riſe, has no ground of hope and truſt in 
God? Hitherto, perhaps, he has not been 
in trouble like other men. Indifferent to the 
future, he has not looked beyond the preſent 
moment. He has given a looſe to the im- 
pulſe of his paſſions, and has witheld his 


heart from no joy. But now the ſcene is 
changed ; the brightneſs of the morning is 


paſt away, and his day is darkened with 
clouds. His path is become obſcure and in- 


tricate. His mind is involved in doubt, per- 


plexity and fear. He gives way to a fretful 


impatience of temper, which has no other 


effect than to gall and irritate his wounded 
ſpirit. He renounces all hope of deliverance 
nn from 
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„ 
; from his ſufferings; and, while his heart is 
ſinking within him, gives vent to the ſug- 
geſtions of a bitter and gloomy deſpondency: 
„ When I looked for good, then came evil 
unto me; and when I waited for light, there 
came darkneſs : ''—* behold, this evil is of 
the Lord; why ſhould I wait for the Lord 
any longer ? 345 . 


| The virtuous only know, how good it is 
that a man ſhould both hope and quietly 
wait for ſalvation ” in the day of calamity. 
They know that this is good for him, even 
in the proſpect of temporal comfort and re- 
lief; and they know that it is ſtill better and 
more encouraging to him, if he takes into 
the atcount the joyful hope of immortality 
which is made known to the world by Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, The chriſtian hope is the moſt ef- 


fectual remedy againſt the evils of human 
life. It will calm, the troubled mind, and 
ſooth the anguiſh of the heart broken with 
affliction, , It will reconcile us to our con- 
dition, how diſtreſsful ſoever it be; and will 
lead us to place our confidence where alone 

ET it 
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19) 
it can never be deceived. 
outward trouble and diſtreſs we have no 

refuge, but God. And if, in the exerciſe of 
patience and of hope, we refer ourſelves to 
the all · wiſe diſpoſer, there is no ſtate ſo diſ- 
couraging, from which he is not able to ex- 
tricate, no trial ſo ſevere, under which he is not 
willing to relieve us. If we have no ground of 
truſt in him, 1s there aught elſe on which we 
can rely ? Is there any other being in the uni- 
verſe in whom we can confide ? If we have 
no confidence in God, our hope is as the 
ſpider's web; we can derive no conſolation 
from the promiſes of the moſt High. If we 
have no hope in his mercy, © we wait for 
light, but behold, obſcurity! for brightneſs, 
but we walk in darkneſs: we ſtumble at noon- 
day as in the night.“ But we have every reaſon, 
every encouragement to put our ſole truſt and 
hope in God. And it will prove our ſureſt an- 
tidote againſt the evils that affail us, to cheriſh . 
the virtues of patience in ſuffering, an un- 
ſhaken conſtancy in adverſity, and an un- 
wearied perſeverance in the path of duty. 
; TOs what On gh the path be rugged and 
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beſet with thorns; yet our feet ſhall not 
tremble on the dark mountains of death. 
What though an hoſt encamp againſt us, 
and the adverſaries of our peace be numerous 
and potent; yet if God be on our. fide, of 
whom ſhall we be afraid? His arm will 


prevail againſt all the weapons of war, and 


all the combined powers of the world. Arc 


Me involved in circumſtances of poverty, 


perplexity and doubt? Is the candle of the 
Lord put out in our tabernacle ? Vet let us 
ſeek light from above; let us reſt in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for him;“ and the 
voice of joy and gladneſs will again be heard 
in the dwellings of the righteous. 


Then whatever, O chriſtian! be thy pre- 
ſent ſorrow, yet be not thou diſmayed. Thou 


mayeſt ſuffer now; yet relinquiſh not the 


Vhope of thy calling. Perhaps, it is thy lot 
to be viſited by one, or many, of thoſe evils 

that are grievous, yet common to human 
nature. Perhaps thy proſpe& is obſcured, 
and the decrees of providence are enveloped 


| in darkneſs: perhaps, God hides his face 


behind the cloud, and withdraws the 
HE „ 


660 
light of his countenance yet it is 
but for a little while; and thou ſhalt again 
behold him in righteouſneſs and mercy, 
Perhaps, like. the venerable. prophet, thou 
bewaileſt the ſinfulneſs and deſolation of the 
land, the vices and miſeries of the people, 
and the judgments that are abroad in the 
earth. Perhaps, thou art grieved for the 
afflictions of Joſeph; thou art troubled on 
account of the unmerited ſufferings of | 
who are allied to thee in friendſhip gr in 
blood; or, thou art filled with unavailing 
regret and ſorrow for thoſe misfortunes in 
which they are involved by reaſon of their 
own folly. and indiſcretion. Perhaps, the 
friend whom thou lovedſt, has betrayed and 
forſaken thee ; or, thou art deeply diſtreſſed 
at the thought, that thou canſt ſec his face no 
more in this world. But, perhaps, thou art 
careful and troubled for thyſelf; perplexed 
with the embarraſſment of outward circum- 
ſtances, or alarmed with fears about the un- 
certainty of thy future condition. Perhaps, 
O child of adverſity ! thou mingleſt thy 
drink with weeping, while thy heart lan- 
guiches with the ſecret deſire of ſome diſtant 


good, 


% 


* 


E 


LL WI - 
good, or is oppreſſed with gloomy cate 
and diſcontent, on account of ſome hidden 
grief and diſappointment. Thou art made 
to poſſeſs months of vanity, and weariſome 
nights are appointed to thee : Werhaps, thy 
body is chaſtened with ſtrong pain, and the 
joy and vigour of health has forſaken thee : 
Yao, * why art thou caſt down ? Hope 4 
in God; for thou mayeſt yet praiſe him, 
who is the health of thy countenance.” 
But, thy conſtitution is undermined by 
ſome waſting diſeaſe, or yielding to the | 
rapid advances of diſſolution; thou art 
ſtretched on the bed of pain, and, with ſolemn 
preparation, art going down to the grave: 
Yet, refrain thy voice from weeping, and 
thine eyes from tears; for thy work ſhall 
be rewarded, and there is hope in thine 
end.“ But thy innocence, perhaps, is fallen 
under the laſh of evil tongues; thy good 
fame is become. the cruel ſport of obloquy, 
the mark at which malice and detraction 
aim their envenomed ſhafts : Remember, - 
that the Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth; he 
looketh on the heart; and he alone judgeth 
ä . righteous 
„ - { 


( 23 ) 


1 cigliteous judgment : Then, commit thy 
cauſe to him, who knoweth the way that 
thou takeſt; who * will bring forth thy 
righteouſneſs as the light, and thy judgment 

as the noon-day.” Perhaps, thou art cruelly 
and wrongfully deprived of liberty, that 
choiceſt blefling, which gives the ſweeteſt re- 
liſh to all the comforts of life: A ſolitary 
victim, thou art immured in ſome gloomy N 
cell: the fetters that chain thy debilitated 
body to the ground, but cannot arreſt the . 
unfettered, the unconquerable ſpirit, are ; 
leſs galling than the iron band of oppattas -/: #1 
that bears heavy on thy ſoul : a ſtranger to 
the light of heaven, to the ſaund of the 
human voice, and the ſight of the hu- 
man face divine, entombed in ſome dark 
and noiſome dungeon, thou haſt found a = 
living grave. Or, thou art driven indignant 
from thy dear native ſhores ; doomed, like 
the profitable weed, to vegetate in ſome 
foreign ſoil 3 condemned to waſte the devo- 
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ted years of thy remaining life, and thy | 
noble energies of mind in untimely and ; 
Vacant inactivity ; to ſicken at the thought, 2 


that, with thee, the kind intercourſes of ſo- 
- Ciety, 


6 


Ciety, the generous ties of Stenahip and of 


love, and all the tender charities of life are 
painfully ſuſpended, not diſſolved, while 
friend and brother are put far from thee : 
unable to extricate thyſelf from the lawleſs 
\ graſp of power, an outcaſt from the world, 
thy mind is thy own kingdom; thy integrity 
is thy impenetrable ſhield ; yet, thou art 
> Janguiſhing in diſtant exile under the oppreſ- 
ſor's wrongs, the contumely of the proud, 
and the lawleſs rage and violence of the 
wicked: Still, God is thy hope in the evil 
day; and thou mayeſt adopt the language of 


* _deyout confidence, of dignified reſignation, 


and of holy. triumph; * I-will look unto the 
Lord, I will wait for the God of my falva- 
tion: my God will hear me: then, © rejoice- 
not againſt me, O mine enemy! when I fall, 
I ſhall ariſe; when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord 
hall be a light unto me.” Thus, what ever 
be thy deſtiny in this hard world, however 
ſevere thy lot, or grievous the burden of thy 
cares, thou wilt not fall into a ſnare through I 
_ the unmanly fear of man; but wilt caſt all 

thy care upon God; thou wilt hold faſt thy 
A . 


4 


integrity untainted, unblemiſhed, and unſha- 


ken in the day of viſitation; thou wilt main- 


tain thy conſiſtency of character, thy elevation 


of mind, the dignity of virtue, and the honour 


of chriſtianity: thou wilt experience the 
divine joy of believing, and the heavenly 
conſolation of hope; and wilt hear the voice 


of God, who addreſſes thee in thoſe ſolacing 8 


and animating words: When thou paſſeſt 
through the waters, L will be with thee : 
and through the rivers, they ſhall not over- 


flow thee : when thou walkeſt through the 


fire, thou ſhalt not be burned; neither ſhall 


the flame kindle upon thee: For I am the 


Lord oy God, the holy one of Lirael, thy 


Saviour. 


Having ſaid ſo much in Haddon of the 


ſentiment in the text, that, in all the ſcenes 
of worldly ſorrow and affliction, ** it is good 


for us both to hope and quietly wait for 


ſalvation and deliverance; I would now 
exhort you, my chriſtian friends, to the aſ- 

ſi duous exerciſe of this hope and patient ex- 
 pectation. | 
| =. „„ 
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6 
And, with this view, I would eſpecially 


eee it to you, to cheriſh an unce- 
ſerved truſt and reliance on the truth and 
faithfulneſs of God for the accompliſhment 


of all his promiſes, We are forewarned, 


from the beginning, that ** we muſt, 


through much tribulation, enter into the 


kingdom of God.” Accordingly, the firſt 
profeſſors of chriſtianity were obliged to 
endure poverty, reproach and perſecution, 
and to encounter death itſelf in every ſhape 


of terror; but they continued * patient in 


\ 


tribulation, rejoicing in hope.” We have 


the earlieſt and the higheſt authority for the 


aſlertion, that in the world we ſhall have 
- tribulation.” Of this we are fairly apprized 
by him who hath ſhewn his followers: an 


eminent example of magnanimity and pati- 


_ence. And in this reſpect, we have not been 
deceived. It is the lot of the chriſtian ſtill to 
feel that many are the trials of virtue; he is 
placed in a tate of perpetual and ſevere diſ- 
cipline, and called to the daily exerciſe of his 


conſtancy, fortitude, integrity and patience. 


And, ſuch is the effe& of this: diſcipline 
upon the mind that is n diſpoſed, 


A 8 that 


% ( 27 ) | 
that they that have come out of much tri- , 
bulation, are commonly found to be the 
moſt magnanimous in the hour of trial, the 
moſt. patient in ſuffering, tang the moſt 
prompt, active and vigilant in ſituations 
of danger and diſtreſs. But, when we con- 
ſider the objects of the chriſtian's hope, that 
they are beyond the reach of our preſent en- 
joyment, that they are invidble, that they 
are future, and only in reverſion, it muſt be* 
acknowledged, that the circumſtances of our 
preſent condition afford ample ſcope for the 
exerciſe of patience. The unworthy ſer- 
vant, in the parable, neglected his duty, 
forgot his fidelity to his maſter, and took 
the moſt ungrateful advantage of his long 
abſence, under this flender and tara 
| pretext, * My Lord delayeth his coming.” 
And this affords a juſt repreſentation of the 
general infatuation of the men of the world. 
Their views are narrow and confined ; and 
they put far from them the evil day of 
reckoning and account, Under the ſtrong 
impreſſions of preſent and precarious good, 
they forget their real intereſts, and are con- 
tent to reſign the ſolid and durable advan- 
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3 
tages that reſult from the practice of virtue, 
the teſtimony of conſcience, and the appro- 


bation of God. They chooſe the inſtant 


e pleaſures of ſin, which are but for a ſeaſon,” 

rather than wait for thoſe future joys which 
are ſatisfactory, permanent and ſublime. In 
the conſideration, that ** ſentence againſt 


their evil works is not executed ſpeedily _ 


againſt them,” the profligate find a fallacious 


pretence for perſiſting in their vices. And 


it is to be regretted, that the caſe is too often 
reverſed: the faithful are diſcouraged in 
their progreſs, and are ready to falter in the 
noble career of glory and virtue, becauſe the 


recompence of their obedience is not ſpeedily 
awarded to them. 


It has been obſerved by one, renowned 
for wiſdom, and enrolled among the ſacred 


writers, that “ hope deferred maketh the 


heart fick.” If it be not accompanied with 
a full aſſurance, its ardour may fail. And, 
although it be a paſſion that naturally in- 


ſpires the moſt delightful ſenſations, that 


preſents the moſt enchanting images and 
1 and excites the moſt animating 


and 


— 
— 


1 

and vigorous exertions; yet, through the long 

delay that ſometimes attends its accompliſh- 

ment, the mind, if not duly fortified by juſt 
principles and views, or if weakened and 
relaxed by outward evils and diſappoint- 
ments, may be in danger of ſinking into a 
ſtate of deſpondency and diſtruſt, and of 
fainting in the day of ne | 


But, Chriſtians, v we muſt not give way to 
- gloomy and diſcouraging views. We muſt 
not fall into a ſtate of languor, inactivity, and 
delay in the diſcharge of our duty. Much leſs 
may we ſeck an excuſe to throw off the yoke 
of obedience, to relax in our diligence and 
zeal, or relinquiſh our patience and our hope. 
We may groan under the load of numerous, 
heavy, and accumulated evils ; our ſufferings 
may be complicated, increaſing, and without 
any immediate proſpect of outward alleviation 
or relief; but we muſt conſider, that in 
judgment God remembereth mercy ; and we 
muſt implore his powerful aid and ſupport, 
that our faith fail not. Be our condition ever 
Jo afflicted, we muſt conſider that God hath 
9 fixed from the firſt the appointed times 


and 


C206 
| and boundaries of our habitation : : Wee » müſt 
not, therefore, be impatient and diſcontented 
in the ſtation in which he hath placed us; 
but muſt remain at the poſt of duty and of 
trial, until he ſhall think fit to telieve us. 
His hand is not ſhortened that he cannot 
fave; he knows what is the proper ſeaſon 
in which to effect our deliverance ; and we 


muſt refer it entirely to his moſt wiſe and 
benevolent determination. 


/ 


A Wich theſc views, the virtuous ſufferer | 
may even glory in tribulations, knowing 


that tribulation worketh patience, and pa- 
tience experience, and experience hope ; that 
hope which maketh not aſhamed ;” that hope 
which is far ſuperior to all earthly hopes; 
that hope of chriſtianity which is our beſt 
friend and aſſociate in the journey of life, 
which will not deſert us in the dark vale of 
death, but will accompany us into that world 
where hope will be loſt in enjoyment. And, 
for the completion of this hope, we have the 
promiſe of the eternal God. The object of it 
is, indeed, diſtant; but it is, nevertheleſs, ſure 
and certain, ſince “ he 1 is faithful who hath 


pro- 


. 
promiſed.” * We hope for things unſees, or 
ſeen only by the eye of faith; but hope, 


that is attained, is not hope: for how can a 


man hope for what he hath attained ? 80 
then, as we can hope only for what we have 
not attained, let us wait with patience.” 


Ve have need of patience, ſays the 
apoſtle, that, after ye have done the will of 
God, ye may inherit the promiſe.” And 
let us reflect, for a moment, what is com- 
prehended in this phraſe, of inheriting the 
promiſe? It comprehends more than our 
higheſt hopes, or our largeſt defires can em- 


brace. It furniſhes the richeſt ſtores of con- 


ſolation, and diſplays to the view of the 
chriſtian, the incorruptible, the inexhauſtible 


_ treaſures of heaven. It implies all that we : 


can conceive of life, and light, and falvation;, 
and deliverance, in the fulleſt and the ampleſt 
ſenſe of thoſe words—life, beyond the ſlow- 

conſuming power of mortality ; light, beyond 


the darkneſs of the tomb; ſalvation, from 


the loſs and ruin of all that is valuable to ths 


intellectual nature of man; and deliverance, 
from 


1 
from the ndage of fin, from the embarraſs. 
ments of the world, from the anguiſh of 
pain, from remorſe, and guilt, and inquie- 
tude, and care, and grief, and all the excru- 
ciating tortures of the mind; from the preſſure 
of all natural evil, and from the incxor- 
able hand of death. This is the promiſe 
which God hath promiſed; ”” it is the pro- 
miſe of eternal life ; it is the promiſe of an 
immortal exiſtence beyond the power of 
time; exiſtence in a ſtate where ſorrow ſhall 
be turned into joy, and the ſhadow of death 
into the morning. 


If theſe repreſentations be juſt, is it not 
good to wait for that great ſalvation, which 
is promiſed to the righteous? How rich 
and munificent are the rewards of perſevering 
virtue! And bright and ſplendid is the prize 
of immortality. Is it not, then, a noble 
Incentive to a patient perſeverance in well- 
doing, to conſider, that we have the promiſc 
of an eternal inheritance ; that the ſeverity 
of their preſent trials will be infinitely: com- 
Fonlated and oyerbalanced by the luſtre, the 

mag- 
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magnitude, the extent, and durability, of 
that reward which is reſerved for the tried 
and faithful votaries of religion? * For I 
reckon, ſays St. Paul, that the ſufferings of 
this preſent time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed 
in us.“ And, ſurely, thoſe light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment, are not to be 
named in competition, or in compariſon, 
with that imperiſhable glory, that unalloyed 
delight, and that ſubſtantial bliſs, which the 
great rewarder of virtue, the faithful friend 
and patron of the righteous, will one day 
beſtow upon his people, when he ſhall finally 
bring them to his heavenly kingdom. 
But, when will that kingdom come? 
When will that day of ſalvation arrive? 
Where is that deliverer, whoſe appearance 
we have long been led to expect? And 
where is the promiſe of his coming? Thus 
may ſome men, in the moments of infidelity 
or deſpondency, be ready to exclaim; un- 
wiſely arguing, - that, becauſe all things 


continue as they were from the beginning 
F of 


6 : 


af the creation,” therefore, no great alteration 
mall take place in the conſtitution of things, 
no material change in the condition of hu- 
man beings. But this way of reaſoning be- 
trays a narrow mind, and a perverted judg- 

ment. 80 limited are our views, when 

compared (if they can be compared) with 

thoſe of the ſupreme and infinite mind, that 
ve can draw no concluſion in regard to the 
times and the ſeaſons; for we cannot be 
205 ignorant, that one day, in the calendar 
of human calculation, is with the Lord 
as a thouſand. years, and a thouſand years 
but as one day.” Wherefore, as the apoſtle 
infers, „the Lord is not ſlack concerning 
his promiſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs; 
but is long-ſuffering to us ward; willing 
to allow time for reformation even to thoſe 
Who are negligent. aud dilatory; regarding 
With approbation the motives, the intentions, 
and the actions of the upright; and faithful 
to reward, at his own time, that time which 
is moſt conducive to the ultimate good of 
his creatures, the work of faith, the labour 
of love, and the- patience of hope. 

on „ . Then 


V 
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Ts hen, let us not be weary in well doing; 
let us not loiter in the road of honour and 
virtue, nor deviate into the by- paths of def- 
pondency on the one hand, or of ſloth on the 
other; let us not diſgracefully recede from 
our engagements, through the vain and de- 
luſive preſumption, that the day of retribu- 
tion is a diſtant day: but, though it tarry, 
wait for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it 
will not tarry long.” Without alacrity and 
vigour, the ſecular employments of this 
life muſt ſoon come to an end, the buſineſs 
of the world muſt ſtand ſtill, Thoſe who 
are occupied in the arts of honeſt induſtry, 
commonly obtain their end by patient labour, 
by active and vigorous exertions z and thoſe 
who are eager in queſt of gain, making haſte - 
to be rich, are not diſcouraged by obſtacles, 
but riſe early, and late take reſt, and eat the 
bread of care, and are aſſiduous, alert, and 
perſeyering in the purſuit of their object. 
* Behold, the huſbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long pa- 
tience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain: be ye alſo patient, for the com- 
ng of the Lord draweth nigh.” His faith 
2 DE - mb 
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ful ſervants earneſtly look and long for his 
appearing; they wait for him as thoſe that 
wait for the morning ; and, like the mother 

of Siſera, are ready to complain of his tardy 
advances, and his long delay, in the language 
of anxious and impatient defire; © Why is 
his chariot ſo long in coming; why tarry the 
wheels of his chariot ?''——< Yet a little 
while, and he that ſhall come, will come and 
will not tarry.” To the ungodly, bis approach 
will be attended with the fearful tokens of 
terror and diſmay. But welcome, welcome to 
the righteous will be the day of his coming 
To them, it will be a day of exultation and 
triumph; for he will not come cloathed in 
thunder; he will lay aſide the awful ſeverity 
of the judge, and appear with the mild ma- 
jeſty of a deliverer, a father, and a friend, 


Let thoſe who are diffatisfied with theſe : 
views, which chriſtanity opens to the con- 
templation of its votaries, ſeek ſome better 
ſyſtem of conſolation. The cold reaſonings of 
philoſophy, and the obſcure end imperfect 
ſuggeſtions of natural religion will afford but 

lIlltttle joy to the wounded heart, but a faint 
a. gleam 


: Cw 0: 
_ gleam of light to * the darkneſs of a 


mind. But what reſource has he, who is ig- 
norant of the true principles both of philoſophy 
and natural religion, and who has, at the ſame 
time, quitted the only firm ground he had to 

ſtand upon, the ground of chriſtian hope and 

conſolation ? The little, ſelfiſh pride of an un- 
feeling heart, or the poor pretenſions of a ſelf- 
aſſumed importance, or, perhaps, a conſtitu- 
tional ſtrength and vigour of mind, may avail 
him in the common caſualties and exigencies of 
life. Toſſed to and fro by every wind of doc- 
trine, of prejudice, of paradox, how will he be 
able to repel the ſhafts of affliction? When 
the waves of trouble beat, or ſome ſweeping 
calamity overtakes him, like a torrent from 
the mountains, where will he then find a re- 
fuge from the ſtorm? Let him fly to the 
gloomy doubts of ſcepticiſm, or to the wild 
and fanatical dreams of modern infidelity. 
There let him ſeek an antidote againſt the 
ills of life, a lenitive for the ſorrows of the 
mind, a cordial for corroding care and griefs 
that harrow up the ſoul. But let the chriſtian 
poſſeſs himſelf in patience and in peace. Thoſe 
who act agreeably to the rational principles 
of pure, uncorrupted chriſtianity, and hold 


| | faſt 


3 
faſt the profeſſion of their faith without wa. 


vering, will never feel the comfort and advan- 


tage of that profeſſion and bf thoſe principles, 


fo ſenſibly as in the hour of ſorrow, Then, 


esso, fear not, little flock; for it 1s your 5 


father's good pleaſure to give you the king- 
dom. Caſt not away your confidence, which 


—hath | great recompence of reward, Wait the 


promiſe of the father: and be affured, that 


it will not be long ere it be fully accompliſhed. 
Wait in earneſt expectation of that immortal 


day, which will prove thejoyful conſummation 
of your withes and your hopes. * Be patient 
therefore, brethren, unto __ coming of the 
Lord.” 


I ſhall conclude this difcourſe by obſerv- 


ing, that, in the exerciſe of chriſtian hope 5 


and patience, we may derive no ſmall encou- 


ragement from the example of good men in 


all ages. Sacred hiſtory will furniſh us with 
A Sade of virtuous and venerable charac- 
ters, who deſerve to be held in everlaſting 


remembrance. The prophets are propoſcd 
to us as patterns of ſuffering affliction and 


of 
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ol patience.” The ſervants of God are cha- 


racteriſed in ſcripture, as thoſe © who wait 
for his ſon from heaven, whom he raiſed 
from the dead, even Jeſus.” ; And, *« waiting 
for the comingof Chriſt,” is there confidered 
as an evidence and a teſt of the ſincerity of 
his followers ; who, for their encouragement, 


| are aſſured, that * Chriſt will appear unto the 


falvation of them that look ſor him.“ Such is 
the character, and ſuch the recompence pro- 
miſed to his genuine diſciples, i in the early ages 
of chriſtianity. And, in theſe latter times, not- 
withſtanding a prevailing indifference to. the 
cauſe of true piety, and the ſceptical, arro- 


gant, ſuperficial, frivolous, or licentious | 


character of the age, yet we may find many 
exalted, and ſhining examples of probity and 
worth; many, in the quiet retreats, the re- 


tired walks of life, who, © like a light that 


ſhineth in a dark place, adhere to the prac- 
tice of their duty with, undeviating virtue and 
implicity of conduct, enduring evil with 
conſtancy and patience, ** not moved by any 


of thoſe afflictions”” which fall to their lat; 


but maintaining their integrity in the moſt 
trying Nahe, and thus doing honour 


to 


to the religion they profeſs, and adorning tli 
doctrine of God. 


Such examples we love known. One ſuch 
example is in the recent recollection of all pre- 


ſent. The words, which led to the foregoing 


reflections, may juſtly be preſumed to contain 
a delineation of the character, and prevailing 


F habit of mind, of the worthy and virtuous per- 
ſons who ſuggeſted them to our conſideration ; 


and the reſult of her experience of the effects 
and benefits of affliction, Her trials were 
great; but her ſuccours were proportioned to 
her ſufferings 3 z and ſhe bore them with an 
uncommon and exemplary fortitude, with a 
calm and patient dignity of mind. We 
count them happy which endure.” And, by 


the rational reſources of knowledge, by ſtrong 


powers of intelle&, and a native vigour of 
mind, but eſpecially by the aid of religious 


Mrs. Elizabeth Kippis was the daughter of Mr. Bott, 
a reſpectable merchant at Boſton, in Lincolnſhire, In 


September, 1753, ſhe was married to the late Rev. Dr. 
Kippis, who died on the sth of October, 1795, in the 
71ſt year of his age. Mrs. Kippis ſurvived about thirteen 
months, and died on the 17th of November, 1796, in her 


72d yas. See Dr. 3285 s * on 151 death of Dr. Kippis. | 


_ 
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principle, and by that hope of chriſtianity 
Which is the nobleſt ſolace of the mind, ſhe 

was enabled to endure affliction with the piety 
and reſignation which became a chriſtian. She 
was placed in a ſchool of the ſevereſt diſci- 
pline; and ſhe proved a diſciple that needed 
not to be aſhamed. What is ſaid of the great 


teacher of rig hteouſneſs himſelf, may truly be 


applied to her, that ſhe © learned obedience by 
the things which ſhe ſuffered :” her mind was 
mellowed by ſorrow, her virtues were ma- 
tured by trials, and her heart was made bet- 
ter by adverſity. Under the rigorous effects 
of a painful and lingering diſeaſe of almoſt 
ten years continuance, her body ſunk into a 
| Nate of general imbecility and decay; but 
her mind remained ſtill unſhaken and erect. 
During ſo tedious and melancholy a ſecluſion 
from the general intercourſes of ſociety, her 
earthly attachments, with a few exceptions, | 
were nearly diſſolved. But the irreparable 
loſs of her excellent huſband, after a con- 
nexion of forty-two years, was almoſt the 
only arrow remaining in the quiver of misfor- 
tune to wound her afflicted heart. Upon his 
re- 
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removal, the 0 left, as it were, alone in 
the world: Till, at length, ſhe obtained all 
ſhe had to wiſh for here, a happy releaſe from 
pain and ſorrow, by the means of .A natural 
and eaſy diſſolution. She obeyed the awful 
| mandate of dcath; and, with compoſure 
and ſolemnity of ſpirit, reſigned herſelf into 
tte hands of her maker, waiting for his 


4 ſalvation, in the well- grounded hope of his 
4 mperey: unto eternal life. 


= --- 11 1 remains, that 1 bort you, after 
ber virtuous example, in the holy exerciſe of 
faith, and hope, and truſt in the divine pro- 
miſes, to bear patiently the viſitations of the 
Almighty; and to © wait for the coming o 

| our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall alſo confirn 
you unto the rad. as 


= Now may the God + all grace, he hat 
| | | called us unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus 
0 after that ye have ſuffered awhile, make yo 
perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you! 19 
him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever! Amen. | 
| FINIS, 


